
MakerSpace has reached its One Year Anniversary at 

Shepard Hill Elementary, and we couldn’t be more 

proud! Here’s a glimpse at what we’ve accomplished in our first year: 

 

 

Kindergarteners have practiced coding a 

mouse robot, recorded weather forecasts 

using their own snow maps, and used a digital 

hologram to study the tilt of the earth’s axis! 

 

 

First graders have acted out the water cycle, 

designed holiday houses to demonstrate 

translucent and opaque materials, and 

created rubber band instruments to prove that 

vibration causes sound. 

Second graders have painted with surface 

tension, made models of real riverbeds 

around the world to study erosion and meanders, 

and filmed puppets they created on the green 

screen to celebrate Read Across America Day. 

 

 

Third graders have made and tested real 

working seismometers, learned to code 

and studied the binary code, and mapped 

climate data across the world. 

 

Mrs. Jacobs hosts 3 rounds of clubs annually, where students who demonstrate strengths in 

science and engineering receive special enrichment! Kindergarten explores, classifies, and 

creates 2D & 3D shapes. First grade uses microscopes to explore more about biology, they 

even prepare their own slides! Second grade studies architecture and design around the world, and makes a 

working model of a Ferris Wheel after learning about its inventor in the 1893 World’s Fair. Third Grade focuses 

on coding, building a LEGO robot and programming it to accomplish certain tasks. We even host a Girls in the 

Sciences Club to help encourage more female students to excel in STEM fields! 

 

MakerSpace wouldn’t be possible without the terrific generosity of so many 

contributors! Check out the stats below to see what we’ve been lucky to 

receive. We’re always accepting new items, send them on down! We are 

especially grateful to Winchester Interconnect of Dayville for donations of 

safety supplies, and to Westminster Tool of Plainfield for support to increase our LEGO Robotics and 

professional development programming! We’ve received donations from as far away as Andover & West 

Hartford, but most come from within our own school community.  Check out these silly stats:  

We’ve received 

3.78 cubic feet of egg cartons 

14.2 cubic feet of bubble wrap 

3.3 miles of yarn 

Almost 8,000 popsicle sticks  



 

Our MakerSpace is special, not just because of the engineers we’re growing in 

Plainfield, but also because of the wider impact we’ve had on Maker Education 

throughout Connecticut. We know our program is strong because of how we cultivate 21st century skills and 

empower kids to solve problems, and we’ve been able to bring that knowledge and inspiration to so many 

others across the state!  

See the difference we’ve made:  

 

- Shepard Hill’s MakerSpace has hosted more than 70 teacher candidates for tours & workshops 

as they get ready to enter the field and bring these opportunities to future students of their own 

 

- Mrs. Jacobs runs a MakerSpace Teacher Consortium providing monthly collaborative 

professional development for those growing their own programs, we’re up to 16 teacher 

participants representing more than 3,000 kids! (email jacobsm@plainfieldschools.org to join!) 

 

- Mrs. Jacobs will join 5 educators from Plainfield and Brooklyn in an online professional 

development course run by Harvard Graduate School of Education to strengthen our program  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Molly, a second grader from Mrs. Sleboda’s class, writes that, “I like that we can make our own things, and 

show it to other people! We made water wheels, I needed to try over and over to do the cups, and I needed to 

restart. I tried it out, and it worked!”. The opportunity to try and retry is so valuable for young learners. It 

helps kids to develop grit and stamina, and teaches that it’s okay not to be perfect the first time! 

 

Daniel, a kindergartener from Mrs. Champagne’s class reports that he, “liked that we did the turkey clay, we got 

to count the feathers and whatever feathers it said to have, we would put the clay on”. That kind of 

interdisciplinary activity does a great job engaging and strengthening connections in students’ brains. Mrs. 

Jacobs tries to emphasize activities that touch multiple subjects, like that one which combined math, art, and 

a tactile fine motor practice… complete with a holiday theme!  

 

Maunil, Christobella, & Vanessa, kindergartners with Ms. Brodeur, agree that they, “like MakerSpace because 

we learn science! We learned about space, we went in the closet to make day and nighttime with the flashlight.  

I liked moving the globe around the sun. What we made is important!” The regular, dedicated time for Science 

instruction is so important. Even better that we get to combine it with hands-on learning! 
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